Sumner Center UMC

January 2025

Christmas Spirit All Year
By Kathy Hawkins

Now that the cold of winter has set in
Keep yourself warm in faith and not sin
The spirit of Christmas brought happiness and joy
Like the sight of a child with a brand-new toy
There is no need to lose this spirit so bright
As long as we remember to face the light.

Jesus’ birth wasn’t just a one-day celebration
It is meant to be remembered throughout the nation
Jesus was given to us out of love
From the magnificent one from up above.

As the cold slowly passes from day to day
Let your faith shine [ike the sun’s rays
Carrying the warmth of Christ in your heart
Is the best way for each new day to start.

This Christmas spirit (ives within us each the entire year
Not just for one day but forever, from our Lovd so dear.
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Pastoral Support Team
Pastor Bridget Sheely

Email: bridget@countrywidecarriers.com
Cell # 507-438-1352

Pastor Jon Marburger
Email: marburgerjon@gmail.com
Cell #507-227-6711

Grace and Peace in
the name of Jesus
Christ

If you have items you
= would like to be

o published in the
newsletter, please contact Pastor Bridget by
the 3rd Thursday of the preceding month by

emailing your information or dropping at
Church.
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Calendar of Events

(Subject to change and/or be added to as the need arises)

January 2025
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January Worship Schedule

January 5, 2025 Pastor Bridget Leading

Epiphany Service of Lessons, Carols and
Communion

January 12, 2025 Pastor Jon Leading
\ We begin this week with an emphasis on giftedness. God’s love for us is shown in the work
‘ ’ that we do and in the gifts that we use. We see God’s love in the way service builds
relationships and then those relationships create community. Corinth was called “Sin City” in

HSSUME its day. There was so much going on there and suffice it to say that it was hard to be a
follower of Jesus in a city like that. It was hard to maintain purity, hard to stay out of the dog-
SPIRIT eat-dog business of the surrounding community. It was so hard, in fact, that the ethos of the
FILL OUR surrounding area leaked into the church. Paul’s letters to the people of Corinth were written
I HEARTS

to address issues in the church

January 19, 2025 Pastor Jon Leading
Today Paul brings our focus directly onto ourselves. He says — “You are the body of
Christ and individually members of it.” (vs. 27.) Individual members, meaning you are
important, you the individual, you the person, you matter. But we know that best
when we engage in the whole, when we act as a part of the community and not just
lone rangers. There are so many gifts in our faith community and so much work that
s bl is being done behind the scenes. There is no job to small and each of you is

T important to this body, this church community. So often we think that our
contribution to the whole isn’t worth a whole lot. “I’'m just me,” some might think, “nothing special, nothing
crucial.” So today let us stop and shine a light on each of your dedicated gifts of service. God’s truth is that
“you matter because the body won’t be the body without you, without the gift that you bring, without the
person that you are.”

s January 26, 2025 Pastor Bridget Leading
. f!ﬂ?-;’ Does it feel cliché to focus on love in worship? Does it seem that we
4 ';[n/”( might need something more profound? Actually, there isn't anything
W oV more profound than love as the determining force that motivates all

afm ”"”:”" et that we do as the church. It begins, of course, with the desire to love
JlCor: ,,/, God more. We're called to love with all our heart, soul, mind, and
strength. That seems pretty all encompassing. Can we honestly say
that we love God with that kind of passion and fervor? Can we say that all our thoughts
each and every day are, “How can | show love to God today? And then to love our
neighbor as ourselves. The last two Sundays, we have been called to see ourselves as
worth something in God's community we call the church. And now the call is to love our

neighbor as though they were us, our own flesh and blood, our own bodies



December Prairieland Parish Events

Thursday, January 9%
6:00pm
Confirmation Class will be hosting a...

r”

Featuring...

Storyline

10-year-old Bart Millard lives with his mother and abusive father Arthur
in Texas. One day his mother drops him off at a Christian camp where he
meets Shannon. Upon his return from camp, Bart finds his mother has
left and movers are removing her belongings. He angrily confronts his
father, who denies that his abusiveness was the reason she left. Years
later, in high school, Bart and Shannon are dating. Bart plays football to
please his father, but is injured, breaking both ankles and ending his
career. The only elective with openings is music class, so he reluctantly

\A signs up..

ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME AND ENJOY
+++++++
BROWNSDALE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Community Noon Lunch
Monday, January 20th
12 O’clock — Noon

Come One — Come All!

Bring your friends!
Serving: hot dishes - Salads - Desserts - Beverages
FREE WILL DONATIONS



ATTENTION ALL WHO ARE CONNECTED TO
SUMNER CENTER UMC

SUNDAY, JANUARY 12™
ALL ARE RESPECTFULLY ASKED TO ATTEND
AN ALL-CHURCH MEETING
AFTER WORSHIP SERVICES

This is a very important meeting
Featuring:
Discussion & Brainstorming
Concerning the vitality of the future of our
church.

Sumner Center has been a leader in hospitality, mission and
gathering in the Word of Jesus Christ. We are now at a point of
opportunity to make choices that will ensure the longevity of
our faith community.

We need EVERYONE who has interest in keeping the spirit alive
at Sumner Center to come and share in this process of building a
stable future for our beloved church.

Mark your calendars and please plan on
attending this very important meeting!



Luke-Acts 2025: An area-wide discipleship journey

By: Rebecca Trefz, Dakotas Conference

~—~
In her Watch Night message to begin 2024,
Bishop Lanette Plambeck noted that the
Wesleyan Covenant Prayer "describes the

Jesus way of self-giving and self-emptying

love" and that "this way of living and loving
QL e is possible only in a community centered in

the life and mission of the crucified and

risen Jesus Christ."

Now, as we prepare to turn the calendar to 2025, Bishop Lanette is encouraging
United Methodists across the Dakotas-Minnesota Area to commit to this centering
— as individuals and as a community — by immersing ourselves in the accounts of Jesus
and the missional response of the early church found in the scriptures.

Beginning in January, Bishop Lanette invites clergy and laity across the Area to join
in a journey through Luke and Acts, reading one chapter each week throughout the
year. This shared experience will foster a sense of encouragement, challenge, and
community as we delve into the seamless story of Jesus’ life, ministry, death, resurrection,
and the Spirit's work through the early church. Comprised of 52 chapters together, they
provide a natural framework for intentional spiritual practice through 2025.

We will share resources and journal/discussion prompts through our weekly conference
emails and social media platforms to help participants engage the text starting the week
of Jan. 5. Check out the Minnesota Conference website later this month for reading
guides and graphics. Bishop Lanette will provide a breakthrough prayer each month,
inviting the Holy Spirit to form and transform us through this communal practice. Our
hope is that these resources not only encourage your personal journey into these
passages of scripture and provoke you to new steps of faith, but also support you as you
invite and lead others to do the same.

Additionally, to help spur one another on, we invite you to share ways in which you and/or
your congregations are participating in this discipleship journey as a means of growing in
Christlikeness and being renewed in our commitment to be sent into the world to share
the hope and good news of Jesus Christ.

“This journey is more than reading,” said Bishop Lanette. “It's about growing as disciples;
finding alignment in heart, mission, and ministry; and discovering how the Gospel can
inspire us today. By walking through these scriptures together as an Area, we center our
lives on Christ’s teachings and create space for the Spirit to work in new and powerful
ways—renewing our faith, reaching new people, and offering healing to a world in need.”
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